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THE U.S. AND COMMUNISM IN EUROPE 
ANNCR: THERE'S A CONTINUING DEBATE IN WASHINGTON THESE DAYS 
ABOUT UNITED STATES POLICY TOWARD THE NON-SOVIET COUNTRIES 
OF EAST EUROPE. VOA NEWS ANALYST RONALD J. DUNLAVEY 


DISCUSSES THE DEBATE: 


VOICE: IT IS NOW CLEAR THAT NO AREA IS LIKELY TO BE IGNORED IN THE 
GREAT DEBATE AB80UT AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY DURING THIS PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION YEAR, SOVIET-AMERICAN DETENTE, ANGOLA, THE MIDDLE EAST, 
THE PANAMA CANAL-~-ONE BY ONE THESE ISSUES HAVE BEEN INJECTED 
INTO THE CAMPAIGN. THE LATEST ISSUE IS AMERICAN POLICY TOWARD 
THE SOVIET=CONTROLLED COUNTRIES OF EASTERN EUROPE, AND THIS IS 
A PARTICULARLY VOLATILE ISSUE BECAUSE SO MANY AMERICAN VOTERS 
HAVE ROOTS Iti THOSE COUNTRIES. 

IT ALL BEGAN---AS THE THESE THINGS SO OFTEN DO---WITH THE 
APPARENTLY CARELESS USE OF A WORD. THE WORD WAS "ORGANIC." A 
STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL, HELMUT SONNENFELDT~--A CLOSE 
ASSOCIATE OF SECRETARY KISSINGER---USED THE WORD WHILE 
ADDRESSING A MEETING OF AMERICAN AMBASSADORS IN LONDON LAST 
DECEMBER. MR. SONNENFELDT HAD BEEN EXPRESSING CONCERN ABOUT SOVIET 
FAILURE TO WIN LOYALTY IN EASTERN EUROPE, AND ABOUT ITS NEED TO 
CONTINUE ITS DOMINAIHCE OF THE REGION THROUGH SHEER POWER. THIS, 
HE SAID, IS AN UNNATURAL AND DANGEROUS SITUATION WHICH COULD 
SOONER OR LATER EXPLODE AND CAUSE A THIRD WORLD WAR, THEREFORE, 
HE SAID, IN THE INTERESTS OF WCRLD PEACE, AMERICAN POLICY SHOULD 
BE TO STRIVE FOR AN EVOLUTION THAT MAKES THE RELATION BETWEEN 
EASTERN EUROPE AND THE SOVIET UNION AN "ORGANIC" ONE, 

WHEN THE TEXT OF THESE REMARKS BECAME PUBLIC, THERE WAS 


AN IMMEDIATE OUTCRY FROM SOME SEGMENTS OF THE PRESS AND FROM 
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RONALD REAGAN--=<l/HO IS CONTESTING PRESIDENT FORD FOR THE 
REPUBLICAN PARTY NOMINATION---THAT MR, SONNENFELDT, WITH 
SECRETARY KISSINGER'S APPROVAL, WAS PROPOSING THAT THE 
EAST EUROPEAN PEOPLE MEEKLY ACCEPT SOVIET DOMINATION AND FORGET 
ABOUT THEIR OWN NATIONAL IDENTITY AND INTERESTS. SECRETARY 
KISSINGER AND PRESIDENT FORD BOTH COUNTERED SHARPLY, 
CATEGORICALLY DENYING THE ACCUSATIONS AND RE-ASSERTING AMERICAN 
COMMITMENT TO THE NATIONAL ASPIRATIONS OF THE EAST EUROPEAN 
PEOPLES. AND MR. SONNENFELDT, AT A LENGTHY BRIEFING FOR NEWSMEN ON 
TUESDAY, SPELLED OUT WHAT HE HAD MEANT BY THE TERM "ORGANIC 
RELATIONSHIP." IT WAS INTENDED, HE SAID, TO DESCRIBE A 
RELATIONSHIP THAT TOLERATES INDEPENDENCE, AUTONOMY, NATIONAL 
IDENTITY, RATHER THAN A RELATIONSHIP OF FORCE AND OPPRESSION. 
OBVIOUSLY, SOVIET INFLUENCE IN EAST EUROPE IS A FACT OF LIFE, 
BUT WHAT KE WAS SUGGESTING WAS NOT SO MUCH MEEK ACCEPTANCE OF 
SOVIET DOMINATION BY THE EAST EUROPEANS AS FOR MODIFICATION OF 
SOVIET POLICIES WHICH WOULD REDUCE THE TENSIONS NOW 
EXISTING IN THAT PART OF THE \WORLD. 

BOTH SECRETARY KISSINGER AND MR, SONNENFELDT HAVE 
CONCEDED THAT THE USE OF THE WORD “ORGANIC™ WAS AN 
UNFORTUNATE CHOICE. BUT IT IS VERY LIKELY THAT EVEN IF ANOTHER 
WORD HAD BEEN CHOSEN THE DEBATE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN AVOIDED, IN A 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION YEAR, FEW AREAS OF EITHER FOREIGN OR 
DOMESTIC POLICY ARE APT TO REMAIN UNTOUCHED---ESPECIALLY THOSE 
INVOLVING THE CONCERNS OF LARGE ETHNIC GROUPS OF VOTERS, 
CAREFUL EXAMINATION REVEALS THAT MR. SONNENFELDT'S REMARKS 
DO NOT REFLECT ANY CHANGE IN THE BASIC AMERICAN DOCTRINE OF 


SUPPORTING FREEDOM AND SELF=DETERMINATION FOR ALL PEOPLES. AND 
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NO AMOUNT OF ELECTION-YEAR RHETORIC SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO OBSCURE 
THAT FACT. 


END 


